Feets Barnum, Jim Earley Latest to Enter PHS Football Hall of Fame
Two more of the most famous names in the annals of Parkersburg High School football will be inducted into the Hall of Fame Friday night prior to kickoff of the Beckley Woodrow Wilson game on Oct. 14.
Leonard “Feets” Barnum, probably the greatest punter in the history of high school football in West Virginia, and Jim Earley, the first Big Red Kennedy Award winner, have been chosen to enter the PHS Football Hall of Fame Class of 2011.
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Barnum did not earn his nickname Feets without good cause. During the final three years of his high school career he punted the ball an amazing 161 times with averages increasing from 41 yards as a sophomore to 41.7 yards as a junior and a whopping 45 yards per kick as a senior. He was also the team’s leading passer for three years and top rusher as a senior with 909 yards. As a senior in 1932 he threw for 12 touchdowns and ran for 16 more while kicking 21 extra points on an 8-2 team coached by Ross McHenry. He was also a two-time all-state selection in basketball and a standout in track.
After graduation, Barnum was offered a scholarship to Pitt but instead went to W.Va. Wesleyan where he played four years and made the school Hall of Fame. He then played pro football for the New York Giants (drafted 12th overall) and Philadelphia Eagles under former Parkersburg player-coach Earle “Greasy” Neale. The 6-foot, 200 pounder was an outstanding kicker and passer in the pros. He averaged 43.6 yards per punt in 1941 and in 1942 was third in the NFL with a 42.1 punting average. As an Eagle he kicked nine field goals, 18 extra points, ran for 590 yards and three touchdowns while catching 11 passes and scoring 63 points. He also passed for 602 yards and six touchdowns while making five interceptions on defense.
Earley was the final member of the incredible trio of Earley brothers of backs who dominated high school football in West Virginia from the late 1930’s through 1950. Jim’s PHS career began in 1957 when he made the All-Wood County Junior High Football Team as a member of the PHS Junior High Blues team. After a year on the Little Reds as a[image: image2.jpg]


 sophomore he moved up to the varsity in 1949 and earned a starting halfback spot. 
In 1950 Earley led what was undoubtedly one of the best Big Red teams of all time the undefeated squad of Coach Jimmy Scott that defeated Oak Hill 40-0 in the state championship game. He scored 12 touchdowns that year on a well-balanced team. It would be almost 50 years before another Big Red team would go undefeated and untied. Earley was the recipient of the Kennedy Award that year as the outstanding player in the state and in December of 1950 he attended the Heisman Trophy Dinner and Award Presentation at the Downtown Athletic Club in New York City. 
After playing in the North-South game Earley attended Tulsa University on scholarship and while in the U.S. Navy he played defensive back for the East Coach champion Bainbridge Commodores. He was voted into the Mid-Ohio Valley Sports Hall of Fame in 2005.
